Building

Garden Gateway

Wendy Perring on Burd Haward's
visitor centre at Mottisfont




Hidden in the depths of the H;impshirc
countryside, Mottisfont is one of the National
Trust’s secluded gems. Built in the thirteenth
century beside the beautiful but tempestuous
River Test.as an Augustinian priory, it
morphed into afamily-home after the
Dissolution of the Monasteries, and since
1957 has been a National Trust estate; famed
for its beautiful gardens and artistic events.
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I have been a visitof* to Mottisfont for many
years, captivated by its walled garden,
magnificent trees and the river’s. tranquillity:
This is a special landscape,both listedand
a SSSI. Building amid such constraints almaost
invariably results in planning challengesand
design*compromise, but this has not beén the
case with. Mottisfont’s new visitor facilities, =
thanks in no small part to the vision and
dedication of the client.

The previous visitor centre — a shabby hut
tucked away in the car park — exuded the
feeling of a backwater destination. The new
building, by Burd Haward Architects, suffers
no such identity.crisis. [tis a-beld, confident
statément, immediately signifying arrival at
somewhere special and inviting entry —.a
fitting gatehouse to a'garden of delighfs.
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Above

The plan form of the visitor centre
expresses its role as a gateway between
the car park and gardens.

Top
The entrance route passes through the
building to a raised west-facing court;

model; east entrance; Mottisfont House.

The visitor centre is composed of a series of
simple pitched-roof volumes connected by

a central single-storey link building. The
arrangement is playful from the outset and
the scale is a clear reference to the local
domestic vernacular and to agricultural
buildings on the estate. The architects have
borrowed colour tones from Hampshire red
brick and clay tile, yet selected an altogether
bolder palette of materials; Corten steel for
the main volume and timber for the smaller
service buildings.

The immediate impact is both stimulating
and reassuring, as the tonal palette combines
harmoniously with the historic context. The
whole composition is lifted on piles above the
floodplain and underlying peat deposits — a
pragmatic move that also serves to heighten
the visitor’s sense of journeying from one
world to another.

This modest building effortlessly mediates
the transition from car park to ticket
purchase to gardens. The central reception
area is a simple glass and timber volume,
low and uncluttered. Views of the landscape
beyond are glimpsed through the substantial
yet elegant timber columns, which suggest
permanence and solidity. The space has a
log burner, which will reinforce the sense
of welcome in the winter months. It is the
architectural equivalent of a handshake,
affording a moment to pause before
continuing the journey to the garden.



A picture of a finished floor would be good,
but our advice at this stage would be better.
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Anyone can try to sell you tile and stone, however our unique solutions provide
a perfect substrate for a flat and even finish.
From advice to product, you can trust in Schliter.

For product and technical support please call 01530 813396 or visit www.schluter.co.uk/architect.aspx

Schliter-Systems Ltd Sy]s?gmg ter Tel: +44 (0) 1530 813396
Units 3-5 Bardon 22 Industrial Estate j Fax: +44 (0) 1530 813376
Beveridge Lane, Coalville sales@schluter.co.uk
Leicestershire LE67 1TE PROFILE OF INNOVATION www.schluter.co.uk
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visionary rooflights

fixed - walk on - lantern - vent - access rooflights
info@glazingvision.co.uk 01379 658300



First floor
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Above/below

Floor plans, shop interior showing
triangulated structure, construction
section and hidden-gutter eaves detail.

Key

1 Entrance, reception

2 Shop

3 Shop store

4 Plant sales

5 Entrance court

6 Covered terrace, wcs

7 Log store
8 Void
9 Staff office
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The welcome space opens onto a west-facing
entrance court that forms the heart of the
composition. It is generous in size and
enclosed on three sides by the timber fins
which, as well as being structural, are a
playful device, reminiscent of an old-
fashioned stroboscope, animated by passing
visitors. The entrance court provides shelter
and simple fixed seating (designed by the
architects) with a view. It allows a moment to
pause and contemplate, or to wait for friends
while they use the adjacent facilities.

It is a rare relief from the norm not to be
forced to pass through the gift shop on the
way in and out. Rather, the visitor can choose
to enter the larger Corten-clad volume
containing the shop — perhaps enticed by its
intriguing materiality. Inside, the clarity of
the triangulated structure and agricultural
references are revealed in a lofty, flexible,
barn-like space.

Meticulous attention to detail is evident at
every turn. The volumes on either side of the
court are carved away to form secondary
spaces accessed between the timber columns.
This is a crafted building — not laboured, but
highly considered. Every junction has been
carefully thought through, with nothing left
to chance. This preoccupation with materials,
understanding of the effects of weathering
and celebration of craftsmanship have
resulted in a building that is contemporary,
confident and at ease with its setting.

Above
Structural timber diagram.

Above left, left
View across the entrance court;
reception area and ticket desk.



AP30/35 profile

Architectural Profiles Limited have been at
the forefront of metal building envelope
development and manufacture in the UK
for over 33 years.

We manufacture a complete product range for
roofs and walls, using only European metals:

the
Masirs % Gsstob

Call us or visit our website www.archprof.co.uk

AP50HR profile

+ Standing seam roofing, aluminium and
steel systems

+ Wall profiles including three half round
sinusoidal shapes

+ Louvre profiles and BSRIA tested live louvres 4+ Unique cantilever systems — up to

Stretching budgets anddelive‘FTné_r myriad of
e NEWESIgnIOpROTiUNities
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.. For new build and
refurbishment projects
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AP70 LCP louvre profile - perforated’

+ StrongBak ™ structural wall framing systems

+ Long span deckings up to 10m spans

+ Slimwall™ rainscreen systems — ACM and
solid aluminium

1500mm unsupported

Architectural Profiles Ltd

,,,,,,,, T0118 927 2424
wiNDows ~ °U  Einfo@archprof.co.uk
CLADOWNG  isorior | www.archprof.co.uk

APL INTEGRATED ROOFING + CLADDING SYSTEMS FOR DESIGN FREEDOM + COST EFFICIENCY



From balustrades, columns and porticos to
pier caps, window surrounds and custom designs
— our high specification cast stone designs
provide affordable elegance to any project.

Browse our unrivalled collection online
or call to request a catalogue.

haddonstone.com
HADDONSTONE 01604 770711

Existing
stone
wall
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Diathonite Argacem natural
Evolution MP paint

Please contact us for product & technical information
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BUILDING SYSTEMS

T.01228 511711
E. info@ecologicalbuildingsystems.com
www.ecologicalbuildingsystems.com



Right

A southerly side door in the Corten-
clad flank of the shop opens to the
external plant sales area.

Below
Interior model; sheltered waiting area
beside the entrance court.

Environmentally this is a building with a
light touch. Screw-pile foundations ensure
that in the (unlikely) event of the building
being removed, no trace will remain. The
materials throughout are largely natural and
self-finished, while playful touches of
decoration in some areas give a nod to the
rich Arts & Crafts history of Mottisfont.

The primary timber structure is tactile and
durable with low embodied carbon. And as
with many of Burd Haward’s buildings, the
environmental strategy is based on seamlessly
integrated passive measures. The building
doesn’t shout about its sustainable credentials;
they simply exist, and they work.

The new visitor centre cleverly captures the
spirit of its location, the history of the place,
the boldness of its client and the joyfulness
of Mottisfont. It is worth making the trip to
visit — you will not be disappointed. /t
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